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“
“The brain that does the work is the brain 

that does the learning.”
-David Sousa



What are some 
challenges you have 

seen students 
experience with 

reading?

Comprehension

Confidence

Frustration Interest/topic

Engagement/
motivation

Decoding words



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EfA3O_Ulvuae2bGuEN5sBWsGTiRagCe3/view?usp=sharing


Questions 
to Engage 

Readers
Before Reading:
❖ Why did you choose 

this book?

❖ What could this book 
be about?

❖ Have you read others 
books by this author?

❖ What do you notice 
on the front cover?

❖ What is the title of the 
book?

During Reading:
❖ What is happening in 

the pictures?

❖ How is the character 
feeling?

❖ What could happen 
next?

❖ How would you 
describe the 
character?

❖ How would you feel 
if this happened to 
you?

After Reading:
❖ What was your 

favorite part? Why?

❖ What was the most 
interesting/exciting 
part of the book?

❖ Who was your 
favorite character? 
Why?

❖ Which word would 
you like to find out 
more about?

❖ If you were to rewrite 
the story, which part 
would you change?



Questions 
to support 

Fiction 
Text

https://drive.google.com/file/d/176D0CD7aPjoeU2y8wBmZ37H-5H-Y70G9/view?usp=sharing


Questions 
to support 
Nonfiction 

Text

Glossary of Terms

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NF3GOhdQDVQBQQ1e1t0D87nFUTgHMTOX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QAw7NBW4ObKGIeSR5tdFA7gevw15Ank7/view?usp=sharing


Five Finger Retell





Reading 
Response 

Choice 
Boards

Click here for more choice boards

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WXnmM8q1GWOObKiIFBsQ4cagbzIwmwHo/view?usp=sharing


Thinking 
Routines



Thinking Routines Website

https://thinkingpathwayz.weebly.com/thinkingroutines.html


Scenario 
A student is having trouble getting 
started on reading a text or book.
● Choose another book they are interested in 

(if they can - independent)
● Different options for reading (1 page I read, 

1 page you read)
● Follow the pencil/finger
● Picture walk - asking about pictures/cover
● Tangible objects that they can look at and 

discuss related to the topic (to visualize and 
relate)



Scenario 
A student is having trouble figuring out 
what a word means.
● Ask them “what do you think it means?” 
● Refer back to picture
● Look for context clues (what comes before/after 

the word)
● Look at the root or part of the word



Scenario 
A student is having difficulty 
comprehending what they are reading.

● Highlight main idea/details or key words
● Annotate chunks of the text (paragraphs)
● What do you notice about…
● What do you think is happening here?
● Re-read smaller part of the text and then talk 

about that
● Key details (3 key points) 
● Five finger retells 



Additional Reading Opportunities

Article: Tools for Teaching: Developing Active Readers

If, Then Statements in Santee Literacy Plan

Free books in District Library!

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/developing-active-readers-strategies-rebecca-alber
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DFwfDLTF-8YnVNYmZrUGZ0eGc/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-InF1coCLBiZayK3nf7RPvQ

